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Grizzlies to honor Chris Bosh, Wayne Embry, Candace Parker
and Bill Walton at 17th Annual MLK Jr. Celebration Game Day

GRIZZLIES VS. PELICANS
Grammy-Award Winner 
Anthony Hamilton Set to

Perform at Halftime

MEMPHIS, TN. — On Monday,
January 21, the Memphis Griz-
zlies, National Civil Rights Mu-
seum, City of Memphis and
Shelby County will host the 17th
Annual Martin Luther King Jr.
Celebration Game, presented by
the Mid-South Ford Dealers, in a
side-by-side telecast, regionally
on FOX Sports Southeast and na-
tionally on TNT vs. the New Or-
leans Pelicans at 4:30 p.m. 
The celebration game will be a

part of multiple events commem-
orating the 51st anniversary of
Dr. King’s assassination and in-
clude the Sports Legacy Award
presentation, annual Earl Lloyd
Sports Legacy Symposium, Na-
tional Civil Rights Museum dis-
cussion and more, all in an effort
to engage the community and
Mid-South youth to remember,
celebrate and act on Dr. King’s
legacy. Associate celebration and
game sponsors include FedEx,
The Hyde Family Foundation,
and Ashley HomeStore.
This year’s honorees of the 14th
Annual National Civil Rights
Museum Sports Legacy Award,
presented by the Mid-South Ford
Dealers, feature a star-studded
lineup of NBA and WNBA
greats: Chris Bosh, Wayne
Embry, Candace Parker and Bill
Walton. All will be honored dur-
ing the MLK Jr. Celebration Day
events, including the Earl Lloyd
Sports Legacy Symposium, pre-
sented by the Hyde Family Foun-
dation on January 21 at 3 p.m.,
for their dedicated and signifi-

cant contributions to civil and
human rights and for laying the
foundation for future leaders
through their career in sports in
the spirit of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr.
Tip-off for the Grizzlies vs. Pel-
icans matchup is at 4:30 p.m.
with the National Civil Rights
Museum Sports Legacy Award
Ceremony. Grizzlies Youth
Scholar recipients and National
Civil Rights Museum Represen-
tatives will present the honorees
with the Sports Legacy Award
before tip-off. Later in the game,
this year’s MLK Day halftime
ceremony, presented by the Mid-
South Ford Dealers, will feature
a Martin Luther King Jr. tribute
video and special halftime per-
formance by Grammy-award
winner singer and songwriter
Anthony Hamilton. 
Proclaimed a “national treasure”
by the Los Angeles Times,
Grammy - Award winning
singer, songwriter, producer, and
actor Anthony Hamilton has
achieved global sales of over 50
million albums. The North Car-
olina Music Hall of Fame in-
ductee notably performed for
President Barack Obama and
First Lady Michelle, cementing
his place in the history books as
the “narrator of love.” Intro-
duced by way of the iconic 2003

smash "Charlene", his raw, awe-
inspiring performances garnered
the attention of NPR where he
starred in their Noteworthy doc-
umentary series. He appeared in
American Gangster and lent his
voice to "Freedom" from the
Academy® Award-nominated
Django Unchained. Additionally,
he became the "first R&B artist
to sell an album at Cracker Bar-
rel." Next up, Hamilton will un-
veil his ninth full-length studio
album in 2019.

As an organization, the Griz-
zlies have already tipped-off
Martin Luther King Jr. Celebra-
tion events with multiple com-
munity service events around the
Greater Memphis area. This Sat-
urday, January 19, a Martin
Luther King Jr. NBA Tourna-
ment will be held from 9 a.m. –
6 p.m. at the Grizzlies Center at
Memphis Athletic Ministries
(2107 Ball Road).   For a team
fee of just $25 (for up to 5 play-
ers), participation includes pool
and bracket play, jerseys, Griz-
zlies entertainment team per-
formances, and appearances by
NBA/WNBA legends.   The
tournament is open to boys and
girls with divisions of 10U, 11U,
12U and 13 and under offered.
Pre-registration is required; visit
grizzlies.com/youthbasketball to
sign up. 
The following day, Sunday, Jan-
uary 20, a number of Grizzlies
players along with Bosh, Embry,
Parker, Walton and other special
guests will tour the National
Civil Rights Museum at 3:30
p.m. Following the tour, special
guests will attend a reception and
community conversation, hosted
at the National Civil Rights Mu-

Let us remember the Dream. Let us remember the Man who made it 
come true. Let us pay tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

N.Y., N.Y. - Seven-time
Grammy Award-winner and
"Empress of Soul" GLADYS
KNIGHT will sing the National
Anthem as part of Super Bowl
LIII pregame festivities at Mer-
cedes-Benz Stadium in Atlanta
on Sunday, February 3, the NFL
and CBS announced today. The

performance will be televised
live on CBS prior to kickoff.

"I am proud to use my voice to
unite and represent our country in
my hometown of Atlanta," said
GLADYS KNIGHT. "The NFL
recently announced their new so-
cial justice platform Inspire
Change, and I am honored to be
a part of its inaugural year."

Gladys Knight has enjoyed #1
hits in Pop, Gospel, R&B and
Adult Contemporary, and has tri-
umphed in film, television and
live performance. Knight has
recorded two number-one Bill-
board Hot 100 singles ("Mid-
night Train to Georgia" and
"That's What Friends Are For"),
eleven number-one R&B singles,
and six number-one R&B al-
bums. She has won seven
Grammy Awards and is an in-
ductee into the Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame along with The
Pips. Fall of 2015 marked the re-
lease of Knight's first mainstream
dance record, "Just A Little" in
nearly twenty years. The song
serves as lead single from her
twelfth studio album that she is

The celebration game will
be a part of multiple events
commemorating the 51st
anniversary of Dr. King’s
assassination and include
the Sports Legacy Award
presentation, annual Earl
Lloyd Sports Legacy Sym-
posium, National Civil
Rights Museum discussion
and more, all in an effort to
engage the community and
Mid-South youth to re-
member, celebrate and act
on Dr. King’s legacy. Asso-
ciate celebration and game
sponsors include FedEx,
The Hyde Family Founda-
tion, and Ashley Home-
Store.

seum beginning at 6 p.m. and
streamed live on Grizzlies.com.
Discussion guests will include
Grizzlies guard Garrett Temple,
The Undefeated’s Marc Spears
and NBA TV host, former player
Grant Hill and other guests and
will be hosted by National Civil
Rights Museum President Terri
Freeman. The conversation will
focus on issues at the intersec-
tion of race and sports. 

Ashley HomeStore from noon–
1:30 p.m. on the main court at
FedExForum. The game will fea-
ture two Mid-South teams as Pu-
laski Academy (Little Rock,
Ark.) face off against Beebe
(Ark.) High School. Access is
free for fans with tickets to the
Grizzlies Pelicans game that
evening.
In addition, before the sympo-
sium and celebration game, a
Martin Luther King Jr. NBA
Coaches’ Forum & Reception
will be held in the Draft Room at
FedExForum from 1:30 – 3 p.m.
Participants will include Griz-
zlies Head Coach J.B. Bicker-
staff, Pelicans Head Coach Alvin
Gentry, University of Memphis
Men’s Basketball Associate
Coach Sam Mitchell and Sports
Legacy Award honoree Candace
Parker. The forum is designed to
engage coaches as positive influ-
encers and to equip them with
tools to develop young athletes of
character. Local coaches and
sports administrators can click
the following link to register:
https://bit.ly/2LcsLqD. 
Fans will also be able to head to
the Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Mentoring Recruitment Fair be-
ginning when doors open at 2:30
p.m. through the end of halftime.
Community partners will be on
site throughout the Plaza Level
Concourse at FedExForum to an-
swer questions and discuss re-
cruitment opportunities.
The event lineup will continue
with the Earl Lloyd Sports
Legacy Symposium, presented
by the Hyde Family Foundation,
from 3 – 4 p.m. in the Grizzlies
Built Ford Tough Training Facil-
ity at FedExForum. The sympo-

sium, hosted by Grizzlies televi-
sion play-by-play announcer
Pete Pranica, will feature Bosh,
Embry, Parker and Walton who
will share stories of their com-
munity work and experiences
through their career in sports, in
the spirit of Dr. King. The sym-
posium will be live on FOX
Sports Southeast. While admis-
sion is free to the symposium
with the purchase of a ticket to
the Grizzlies vs. Pelicans game,
space is limited. Doors open at
2:30 p.m.
Fans who want to support the
Memphis Grizzlies by purchas-
ing ticket to the Martin Luther
King Jr. Celebration Game can
do so now by calling (901) 888-
HOOP or going online to griz-
zlies.com. Tickets for all games
are available for purchase at all
Ticketmaster locations, Ticket-
master.com, the FedExForum
Box Office, online at
grizzlies.com or by calling 1-
800-4NBA-TIX or (901) 888-
HOOP.
For more information on the
Grizzlies, ‘like’ Memphis Griz-
zlies on Facebook or follow on
Twitter (@memgrizz).

Media availability for the Na-
tional Civil Rights Museum
Sports Legacy award honorees
and discussion panelists will be
at the conclusion of the conver-
sation around 7 p.m. 
Celebration events will continue
on Monday, January 21 with the
Martin Luther King Jr. High
School Classic presented by
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"I am proud to use my
voice to unite and represent
our country in my home-
town of Atlanta," said
GLADYS KNIGHT. "The
NFL recently announced
their new social justice
platform Inspire Change,
and I am honored to be a
part of its inaugural year."

currently on. The year of 2011
was a year of much recognition
as Knight was both honoring and
being honored, first at a Michael
Jackson tribute concert, and then
at the 2011 Soul Train Awards. 
Gladys Knight joins the ranks of
many great performers who have
sung the Super Bowl National
Anthem including: Christina
Aguilera, Beyoncé, Garth
Brooks, Luke Bryan, Mariah
Carey, Cher, Natalie Cole, Harry
Connick, Jr., Neil Diamond,
Aretha Franklin, Lady Gaga,
Faith Hill, Whitney Houston,
Jennifer Hudson, Billy Joel, Ali-
cia Keys, Wynton Marsalis, Idina
Menzel, Aaron Neville, P!NK,
Jordin Sparks, Diana Ross,
Luther Vandross, Vanessa
Williams, and many more. 
In addition, on behalf of the Na-

tional Association of the Deaf
(NAD), performer and deaf ac-
tivist AARRON LOGGINS will
sign in American Sign Language
both the National Anthem and
"America The Beautiful".

The pregame and halftime
shows are an NFL NETWORK
PRODUCTION and will be ex-
ecutive produced by RICKY
KIRSHNER.chwarz)
Gladys Knight's career started

when at 7 years old she came to
prominence on Ted Mack's The
Original Amateur Hour TV show
in 1952.  Still performing over
six decades in an ever-changing
industry, she provides inspiration
to those in and out of the arts
both on and off the stage.  Few
have matched her unassailable
artistry.  

The seven-time Grammy win-
ner has had #1 hits in Pop,
Gospel, R & B and Adult Con-
temporary while excelling in
film, television and live perform-
ances.  She has won the NAACP
Image Award for "Outstanding
Gospel Album"

Email entertainment photos and news  to 
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